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My character is a black American girl named Patricia Adah. Patricia is the only child of her parents and was born in 1802 in North Carolina. She was raised in a poor background with a mother who worked as a waiter in a local hotel and a jobless father who stayed at home and did not work due to the condition, and he had which was later realized to have been polio. Her father was an immigrant from Jamaica while her mother shared a mixed background of African-American background. Patricia lived with her parents until 1822 when she moved in with her boyfriend Jack Walton, a Jazz musician, and a poet. She did not belong to a wealthy class of the society she was in but was a middle-class girl who could afford a reasonable living. The avatar above was chosen as a representation of Patricia because it shows a black girl with afro hair, an everyday hairstyle for most girls in the 1820s. Similarly, the girl in the avatar appears to be in the simple dressing, which was how most women dressed before the fall of the current fashions (Schultz, 2004).
By the time Patricia got married in 1822, slavery was at its peak. Whether America should be a free state or a country with enslaved black people was still on fire. Slavery had started a while ago in the American soil and had affected many lives. Patricia’s father had come to the USA as a slave before he fell sick, and his white lord considered him no longer useful and, as a result, got rid of him. Slavery had become an established institution, especially on the southern side of America, where most whites were farmers making the place more agrarian than the northern side. The northerners had concentrated on industrial development. Therefore, huge debates had arisen between the conservative Democrat farmers in the south and the Republican officials in government. From Schultz (2004), the black Americans who had been enslaved too formed underground groups to try and push for the end of the slavery institution in the soil of the USA. In 1860, when the presidential elections were taking place, there emerged the most significant conflict between the southerners and the Northerners. 
Abraham Lincoln, who was vying with a republican ticket wan the elections against Stephen A. Douglas and John C. Breckenridge, who majorly advocated for slavery as opposed to Abraham Lincoln, who was focused on abolishing the institution. When Lincoln won the presidency, the southern states were not happy, as they knew their institution was in danger of being demolished. Therefore, they teamed up and, with their legislature, formed the Confederate States of America with Jefferson Davis as their president. During this time, Abraham Lincoln tried to establish a mutual understanding, but when his troops stepped foot on the southern border's borders, the southerners stroked first, and the Civil war started. 
The civil war was the most devastating war on American soil when citizens took ammunitions against their own. Ideologies on the slavery institutions defined the war. Black Men joined the Union armies and assisted in the battle to ensure that their freedom became a reality. President Abraham Lincoln was determined, on the other hand, to bring the southern confederate army down. He brought into act laws such as the Emancipation act, which helped win the war in a significant way. The battle continued until April 1865 (Schultz, 2004). Over 618,000 American lives were lost in this war. Jefferson Davis was the commander in chief of the Confederate army's armed forces and offered strategical direction. The war divided the southerners and the northern Americans much, and even after its end, most of the southern states were harshly ruled by the northerners, and the reconstruction plans started.
In her book, Schultz (2004) researched intensively and wrote about the role of women in the civil war. It was during this time that women stood in the frontline to offer relief services. From her point of view, “more than twenty thousand women in the union and confederate states engaged in relief work.” (Schultz, 2004). Similarly, the writer felt that women at that time of the civil war plaid a crucial role and had their position in the war. They helped in promoting gender equality and race equality while at the same time taking a stronger side in the war. “the women who cared for them took on a soldierly aura by going to work against diseases, infections, and medical infrastructures.” (Schultz, 2004). Though women did not take ammunition to fight as men did, their actions in offering relief services showed how strong they were just like men. In thin this manner, they are believed to have fought in the war, and their contribution cannot be ignored at any time by history.
Afterward, the experiences women had in the civil war as medical workers assisted them in becoming better women domestically and professedly. As Schultz (2004), "elite women in straightened circumstances found clerical jobs in government offices and wrote their memoirs.” Such a point of view influences most women who share in the same light (Schultz, 2004). Patricia Adah would have agreed with such arguments of women standing out stronger in times of difficulties. Such points would have empowered Patricia to actively participate as a patriot to serve her nation and help men in pain during the war. 
After the civil war, a great moral choice laid in the hands of the black women in America. It was a dilemma to remain at home as obedient domestic women or get out as men did, look for jobs and education, and become independent in the quest for gender equality. After the civil war, many women stood out to help men as they fought in the quest to protect the ones they loved. Similarly, others suffered greatly in the arms of rapists and inconsiderate soldiers; equally, others lost husbands, sons, and fathers. The women became bruised dramatically after the war than their male counterparts. They needed to stand again on their feet firmly. However, doing this would mean going against some several traditional believes that women were better at staying at home. Patricia Adah lost her husband in the war, and due to unsatisfactory conditions, the father died due to his ailment. The pain of being a single mum to her son and the only one left to care for her mother makes her in the same context as other women suffering from the Dilemma.
Patricia Adah realizes that her life, that of her mother and that of her son. This would call for her to stand firm and get a job and fight for what scholars can call gender equality. The concept is profound; however, Patricia, just like other women, believe that Gender equality is a means of achieving fairness. Women deserve equal opportunities, just like males, to get the education and to be able to access job opportunities that will empower them to be independent and to cater to their responsibilities (Schultz, 2004). After the war, Patricia experienced calls for marriage and turned them down for identifying that if she got married again, she could diminish the power in her. Many people in the neighborhood ended up viewing her as a woman who is not fit to fight for her rights and acquire her opportunities. She has faced discrimination in various places where she seemed employment, where she was undermined basically because she is a woman. However, she has stood firm, and she hasn’t stopped fighting for what she believes in.
Patricia has always been a religious lady, which has led her to understand who she is and what she stands for. Her Christian values have always guided her to be healthy and live a morally upright life. On the other hand, how the tragedy of civil war did hit Patricia, it made her even more durable, having realized that the only person who could handle the gaps left in her family was her. She stood bravely amidst the challenges and holding tight to her principles, and she was able to combat the hurdles and come out victorious. On the other hand, it is during the war that Patricia learned the role of caregiving that is installed in women. While men are natural warriors, women are natural caregivers. It is in this line that Patricia has learned to be caring for her family. Similarly, Patricia has joined groups of women who have been fighting for civil rights as well as gender equality. She believes from her experience and understanding that women are naturally stronger and have the right to stand in the niches that the society has lived with for a while now.
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